REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request favorable 
reconsideration of this application. 

Claims 1-6 are pending, with Claim 1 being independent. 
All claims stand rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kitahara (US Patent 5, 563, 196) in view of 
Suzuki (US Patent 6,586,373). The rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

As set forth in independent Claim 1, Applicants' 
invention provides a wet type friction material comprising a 
paper base material and binder. The paper base material 
includes silica having an average particle diameter of 1 to 
10 p and disc -shaped diatom earth. The binder comprises a 
mixture of resol type phenol resin and silicone resin with a 
weight ratio between non-volatile components of the resol 
type phenol resin and the silicone resin being in a range of 
95/5 to 85/15. 

As explained in the present application, the use of a 
binder with a weight ratio between non-volatile components 
of resol type phenol resin and silicone resin in a range of 
95/5 to 85/15 offers significant practical advantages. See 
for example, page 4, lines 9-25 and the paragraph bridging 
pages 12-13. Note also the comparative graphs in Figs. 1-2 
of the drawings and the related portions of the description. 
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The cited references provide no teaching or suggestion 
whatsoever of Applicants' invention as defined in Claim 1. 
Kitahara (*196) discloses the wet friction material having 
high heat resistance and durability as well as high torque 
transmitting properties. Suzuki (*373) discloses the wet 
friction material comprising a paper base material, a 
binder, and a filler. Suzuki ( x 373) also discloses a filler 
with disc -shaped diatom earth. However, neither Kitahara 
(*196) nor Suzuki ( x 373) discloses or suggests the claimed 
feature that the weight ratio between non-volatile 
components of the resol type phenol resin and the silicone 
resin is adjusted to a range of 95/5 to 85/15, nor the 
advantages to be obtained therefrom. 

Claim 1 is thus patentably distinguished from the cited 
references and is therefore allowable. Claims 2-6 depend 
from independent Claim 1 and should be allowed for at least 
the reasons stated above with respect to Claim 1. 

Accordingly, an early Notice of Allowance is 
respectfully solicited. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge to 
Deposit Account No. 50-1165 (XA-9958) any fees under 37 
C.F.R. §§ 1.16 and 1.17 that may be required by this paper 
and to credit any overpayment to that Account. If any 
extension of time is required in connection with the filing 
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of this paper and has not been separately requested, such 
extension is hereby requested. 



Miles Sc Stockbridge, P.C. 
1751 Pinnacle Drive 
Suite 500 

McLean, Virginia 22102-3833 
(703) 903-9000 

February 21, 2 0 06 



Respectfully submitted, 




MAM/ dm t 



Reg. No. 31,568 
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